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Whether working on new biofuels, catalysts, solar cells, batteries, or smart grids, scientists are
seen as key players in bringing about an affordable renewable energy economy. But scientists
and scientific buildings are among the biggest energy hogs—and CO2 polluters—around.

According to a new article by Evan Mills, a staff scientist at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
in California, scientific buildings can be more than 100 times more energy intensive than
conventional buildings, and collectively release as much Co,as 7 million U.S. homes. (Scientific
meetings are wasteful, too.) The good news, Mills says, is that there is plenty of room for
improvement. Up to only 3% of U.S. labs are engineered to be “green.” And examples abound
where reengineered high-tech facilities have trimmed their energy use by 50%. So, in addition to
reinventing energy technology, scientists can help out by taking full advantage of what’s around
already.

—Robert F. Service
Posted on February 13, 2009 2:26 PM in Environment/Climate | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0)

0 TrackBacks

Listed below are links to blogs that reference this entry: Scientist, Heal Thyself.

TrackBack URL for this entry: http://blogs.sciencemag.org/cgi-bin/mt/mt-tb.cgi/2955

Leave a comment

Thanks for your feedback. Please keep it polite and to the point.

Sign in to comment on this entry, or comment anonymously.

( Search )

> Subscribe to this blog's feed &

> Feedback or tips

() SHARE o0 7.

Follow the Outbreak Day by Day s B

Top Stories

> Continuing Swine Flu Coverage

> ERC Review Panel Doesn't Pull Punches,
Advocates Fixing "Original Sin"

> CERN: LHC Restart Delayed for Months

» Italian Court Rejects Scientists' Plea to Fund
Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research

> White House to Nominate Collins as NIH Director

> Czech Science Academy Threatened by Budget
Cuts

Recently on ScienceNOW

» Embryonic Stem Cell Substitute Passes Acid Test
» A Bird With a Big, Air-Conditioning Bill

» Pump Up the Volume. Some Birds Don't Care

» Can't Decide? Ask an Ant

» Wolves to the Rescue in Scotland

> Asia (38) @

> Biomedicine (174) @

> Budget (97) &

> Defense (31) @

> Education (56) &

> Energy (53) @

> Environment/Climate (95) &
> Europe (93) 2

> Physical Science (28) &
> Space (33) @

> Swine Flu (91) &

> Technology (19) &

> Top Story (30) &

> White House (80) &

Monthly Archives
> July 2009 (54)
> June 2009 (82)



> May 2009 (108)

> April 2009 (121)

> March 2009 (94)

» February 2009 (86)
> January 2009 (63)

> December 2008 (63)
> November 2008 (18)

Blogroll

> Science Progress

> Dot Earth

> Effect Measure

> Prometheus

> The Intersection

» Space Politics

> ClimateScienceWatch
> Reality Base

> Secrecy News

> Science Careers Blog

“AMS Magazine | News | Signaling | Careers | Multimedia | Collections | Help | Site Map | RSS

*High\\‘iml‘rc&s Subscribe | Feedback | Privacy / Legal | About Us | Advertise With Us | Contact Us

© 2008 American Association for the Advancement of Science. All Rights Reserved.
AAAS is a partner of HINARI, AGORA, Patientinform, CrossRef, and COUNTER.




